MINUTES
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF NORWOOD
SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING
July 23, 2008

" The Public Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Norwood was held at
‘Borough Hall on the above date.

Mayor Barsa called the meeting to order at 8:10 PM.

Mayor Barsa led the Council and those in attendance in a salute to the American flag and
asked for a moment of silence.

Mayor Barsa stated:

“Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public
Meeting Law, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231, setting forth the time, date, place and purpose of this
Public Meeting through a legal notice published in the Record and Press Journal, filinga
copy in the Borough Clerk’s office and posting on the bulletin board.”

Roll Call:

Mayor Barsa Present
Councilman Brizzolara Absent
Councilman Knigin Absent
Council President Scott Present
Councilman Guercio Present
Councilman Rapaport Present
Councilman Condoleo Present

Also Present:

Mr. Andrew Fede Borough Attorney
Mr. Steve Wielkotz Borough Auditor
Maureen Neville CFO/Treasurer

Mayor Barsa pointed out the fire exits and requested that all cell phones be turned off or to
vibrate.

Mayor Barsa informed that the purpose of this meeting is to allow the public an
opportunity to ask questions regarding the 2008 budget amendment and then for the
Council to vote on adoption of the 2008 Municipal Budget. Mayor Barsa said that the
Council has worked very hard to control costs, but with the loss of over $100,000 in state
aid the taxpayers will see an increase in their taxes. Mayor Barsa assured the public that
he will continue to fight these mandates from Trenton as well as working to share
services with other towns in our area. Mayor Barsa asked for a motion to open the
meeting to the public regarding the Budget Amendment. It was moved by Mr. Condoleo,
seconded by Mr. Scott to open the meeting to the public for comments regarding the
Budget Amendment. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. There
being no member of the public wishing to be heard, Mr. Scott motioned, seconded by Mr.
Condoleo to close the meeting to the public. All Council Members present voted in favor
of the motion. The meeting was closed to the public.
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Adoption of the 2008 Municipal Budget:

Mayor Barsa asked for a motion to approve Resolution 08:134 approving the 2008
Municipal Budget as amended. Prior to the motion, Mr. Guercio asked Mr. Fede for a
legal interpretation as to whether or not he could vote on the adoption of the budget since
the budget sets salaries for municipal employees. Mr. Guercio explained that in the past
he had been criticized for voting for the salaries of family members. Mr. Fede clarified
that the vote tonight is for a spending plan, actual salaries are set by the salary ordinance.
In Mr. Fede’s opinion, it would not be a conflict of interest for Mr. Guercio to vote on the
budget. It was moved by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Rapaport to approve Resolution
08:134 adopting the 2008 budget as amended. On the roll call vote, all Council Members
‘present voted in favor of the motion. Mayor Barsa asked the Council to consider
“approving a formal resolution to be sent to the State objecting to the un-fair treatment
small municipalities have received this year with the loss of state aid. It was moved by
Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Condoleo to have the Borough Attorney write a formal
resolution expressing the Borough’s opposition to the unequal treatment the Borough has
received by the loss of state aid and unfunded mandates with no regard to the taxpayers
of Norwood. On the roll call vote, all Council Members present voted in favor of the
'motion. Mayor Barsa asked Mr. Fede to have the resolution ready for Council review at
~ the July 30, 2008 work session. If approved, the resolution will be sent to the Governor’s
Office and State legislators as well as the League of Municipalities.

. General Public Comment:

1t was moved by Mr. Guercio and seconded by Mr. Scott to open the meeting to the
public for comment. All Council Members present voted for the motion.

Mr. Stuart Bran, 101 Aspen Court, commended the Mayor and Council for “getting the
ball rolling” with formally objecting to the way Trenton is treating the Borough. Mr. Bran
said that he was unhappy with the people in Trenton as well as Bergen County and that it
was time for action. He informed that the Mayor and Council have his support.

No other member of the public wished to be heard; a motion to close the meeting to the
~ public was made by Mr. Condoleo, seconded by Mr. Guercio and declared carried upon
the affirmative vote of all Council Members present.

At 8:26 PM, a motion was made by Mr. Scott and seconded by Mr. Rapaport to adjourn

with all Council Members present voting in favor of the motion.
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