
  

 

 

BOROUGH OF NORWOOD 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES 

PUBLIC MEETING 

MARCH 14, 2012 

 

The Public Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Norwood was 

held at Borough Hall on the above date. 

 

Mayor Barsa called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and led those in 

attendance in a salute to the American Flag and asked for a moment of 

silence. 

 

Mayor Barsa stated: 
 
“Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the 
Open Public Meeting Law, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231, setting forth the time, date, 
place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in 
the Record,  filing a copy in the Borough Clerk’s office and posting on the 
bulletin board.” 
 

Roll Call: 
 
Mayor Barsa   Present   
Councilman Nicolai  Present 
Councilman Scott   Present 
Councilwoman Orecchio  Present 
Council President Marino  Present 
Councilman Rapaport  Present 
Councilman Condoleo  Present  
 

Also Present: 
 
Andrew Fede   Borough Attorney 
Dan Kaufman   Borough Engineer 
 
Mayor Barsa pointed out the fire exits and requested that all cell phones be 
turned off or to vibrate.  
 
General Public Comment: 
 
It was moved by Mr. Condoleo and seconded by Mr. Scott to open the meeting 
to the public for comment.  All Council Members present voted for the motion.   
 
There being no member of the public wishing to be heard, a motion to close the 
meeting to the public was made by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mrs. Orecchio and 
declared carried upon the affirmative vote of all Council Members present. 
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Introduction of Ordinance 12:02: 
 
Mayor Barsa stated he had before him an ordinance for Council action 
entitled: 
 

CALENDAR YEAR 2012 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 
 

It was moved by Mr. Condoleo and seconded by Mrs. Orecchio to approve 
Ordinance 12:02.  On the roll call vote: 
 
Ayes:  Nicolai, Scott, Orecchio, Marino, Rapaport and Condoleo 
Nays:  None 
 
On a roll call vote of six (6) ayes and no nays Ordinance 12:01 was declared 
approved.  Mayor Barsa announced the public hearing on this ordinance 
would be Wednesday, March 14, 2012 at 8:00 PM. 
 
Introduction of 2012 Municipal Budget – Resolution 12:72 approving the 2012 
Municipal Budget by a vote of not less than a majority of the full membership 
of the Governing Body.   
 
Motion adopting Resolution 12:72 approving the 2012 Municipal Budget was 
made by Mr. Rapaport, seconded by Mrs. Orecchio with all Council Members 
present voting aye. 
 
Mayor Barsa announced that the Public Hearing on the 2011 Municipal 
Budget would be held on Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Proclamations: 
 
Mayor Barsa read the following Proclamation: 
 

"Women's History Month” 
 

Whereas, New Jersey women of every race, class, and ethnic background have made historic 

contributions to the growth and strength of our State in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; 

Whereas, New Jersey women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, 

and social role in every sphere of the life of the State by constituting a significant portion of the labor 

force working inside and outside of the home; 

Whereas, New Jersey women have played a unique role throughout the history of the State 

by providing the majority of the volunteer labor force of the State; 

Whereas, New Jersey women were particularly important in the establishment of early 

charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions in our State; 

Whereas, New Jersey women of every race, class, and ethnic background served as early 

leaders in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement; 

Whereas, New Jersey women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of 

suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, 

the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other movements, especially the peace 

movement, which create a more fair and just society for all; and 

Whereas, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been consistently 

overlooked and undervalued, in the literature, teaching and study of American history 
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Whereas, the Department of Community Affairs, specifically the Division on Women’s goals is to 

remember and celebrate New Jersey women and to: 

 ensure that NJ women are offered equal opportunities in education, the workforce and 

healthcare regardless of age, sexual orientation, income, ethnicity, race or religion. 

 identify, implement, measure and coordinate programs that address the needs of NJ women. 

 engage in continuous study and research on issues affecting NJ women and their families, 

develop policy papers and legislative recommendations 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Norwood, State of        

New Jersey, that March 2012 is designated as "Women's History Month”. 

 

Correspondence: 
 

Mayor Barsa read the following correspondence into the record: 
 

1. Building Department February Permit Fee Log 

2. Letter from Northern Valley Regional High School informing that they 

adopted a resolution to move the School Election to November. 

3. Letter from Electronic Output Strategies, 105 Oak Street thanking 

Mayor Barsa for his letter informing about the Clean Energy Program.  

They were able to upgrade their lighting, signs, heating and air 

conditioning systems with 60% paid by the State. 

4. Letter from Thomas W. Casey, P.E. Bergen County Planning and 

Economic Development to Joseph J. DeMauro, NJ Transit with the 

Agreement for the installation of a bus shelter in Norwood. 

5. Norwood Fire Co. No. 1 January and February Monthly Reports 

6. Letter from John Driscoll, Jr., Bergen County Freeholder informing of 

a recently established Flood Advisory Council. 

7. Anti-Semitism Resolution from the Borough of Closter 

8. Letter from Norwood Public Library requesting their rent be reduced 

to $123,638 a decrease of $18,045. 

 
Mayor Barsa informed that anyone wishing a copy of the correspondence could 
request it from the Borough Clerk. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Mayor Barsa reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and asked if any 
Council Member wished to remove an item.  There being no request, Mayor 
Barsa requested a motion to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the 
following items: 

 

Approval of the minutes of the February 8, 2012 Regular Meeting, the 

February 22, 2012 Work/Executive Meeting and the March 3, 2012 Special 

Meeting. 

 

12:59   Authorizing the payment of bills and vouchers in the amount  

            of $2,208,006.00 

12:60 Appointing Brian Bourke as a Patrolman for the Norwood Police 

Department at a starting salary of $25,079 
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Consent Agenda Continued: 
 

12:61 Appointing Michael Getto, as a Patrolman for the Norwood Police 

 Department at a starting salary of $25,079 

12:62 Providing for Self Examination of the 2012 Municipal Budget   

12:63 Providing for Increase in Reserve for Uncollected Taxes Percentage 

12:64 Authorizing the CFO to issue the release of escrow funds in the 

 amount of  $527.50 to Penny and David Rosen, 10 Buckingham Ct., 

 Old Tappan, NJ 

12:65 Authorizing the Tax Collector to reduce and refund the 2010 taxes on 

 Block 10, lot 1 in the amount of $2,951.13 due to a Tax Court 

 Judgment. 

12:66 Authorizing the Tax Collector to reduce and refund the 2010 taxes on 

 Block 100, lot 15 in the amount of $3,018.75 due to a Tax Court 

 Judgment  

12:67 Appointing Daniel B. Plescia, 370 Summit Street as a Fireman for 

 Norwood Fire Co., No. 1 

12:68 Denouncing Anti-Semitism and other forms of Bias 

12:69 Authorizing the Tax Collector to reduce and refund the 2009 taxes on 

 Block 100, lot 15 in the amount of $3,459.38 due to a Tax Court 

 Judgment  

12:70 Refund for overpayment of 2012 Property Taxes in the amount of 

 $3,584.00 to Aesop Lim & Hai Young Kim, 5 Dwars Kill Lane 

12:71 Refund for overpayment of 2008 Property Taxes in the amount of 

 $2,527.10 to Dawn Taffaro-Chica and Elkin Chica 

 
It was moved by Mr. Scott and seconded by Mrs. Orecchio to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  On the roll call vote, all Council Members present voted for 
the motion. 

 

Public Hearing of Ordinance 12:01 entitled: 
 
Council President Orecchio stated she had before her an ordinance for 
Council action entitled: 
 

 Authorizing the Acquisition by a gift of property known as Block 71, 
 Lot 4  and Block 66, Lot 3 in the Borough of Norwood 
 
It was moved by Mr. Scott and seconded by Mrs. Orecchio to open the 
meeting to the public for discussion on this ordinance.  There being no 
member of the public wishing to be heard, it was moved by Mr. Rapaport and 
seconded by Mr. Scott to close the meeting to the public. A motion to adopt 
Ordinance 12:01 was made by Mr. Rapaport and seconded by Mr. Scott.  On 
the roll call vote: 
 
Ayes:  Nicolai, Scott, Orecchio, Marino, Rapaport and Condoleo 
Nays:  None 
 

 



  

Page Five 
Public Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2012 
 
There being six (6) ayes and no nays, Ordinance 12:01 was approved.  Mayor 
Barsa announced that the ordinance was finally adopted and will take effect 
upon publication in the Record. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Councilman Nicolai  
 
Environmental Commission: 
The Commission is working on their agenda for Earth Day.  Mr. Nicolai 
informed that under the Sustainable New Jersey Program, the Borough of 
Norwood has attained the Bronze level. 
 
Councilman Scott 
 
Construction: 
Mr. Scott read the Building Department Monthly Report, Attachment “A”. 
 
Community Development: 
Mr. Scott informed that the Borough will receive a $2,500 grant for Senior 
Services. 

 
Library: 
Mr. Scott informed that the Norwood Public Library Board has reviewed 
preliminary drawings for the proposed renovations to the Library.  The cost 
for the renovations will be funded through a generous donation of $750,000 
from the Estate of Barbara Shaw. 

 

Councilwoman Orecchio  

 

EMS: 

Mrs. Orecchio read the Monthly Report, Attachment “B” and urged all to 

contribute to EMS’s Annual Fund Drive. 

 

Board of Education: 

Mrs. Orecchio informed that Norwood Public School voted not to move the 

Annual School Election to November, but the regional high school did vote to 

move their election.  The Annual School Election will be held Tuesday, April 

17, 2012 and polls will be open from 2-9 PM. 

 
Council President Marino  
 
Board of Health: 
The Board of Health recently had a member resign and they are working on a 
replacement.  The Board met with Fire Chief Tuite and discussed the Cardio 
Vascular Program and expanding it to other “First Responders”. 
 
Utilities: 
Mr. Marino informed that the committee will be meeting with Mr. Craig 
Jacobs regarding solar energy. 
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Councilman Rapaport 
 
Planning Board: 
No report was given since the Board did not meet in February. 
 
Livingston Street Improvements: 
The project is moving along with numerous change orders in place.  No date 
has been set for when construction will resume. 
 
Personnel: 
The committee is presently negotiating with the DPW on a new bargaining 
agreement. 
 
Police Department: 
Mr. Rapaport reviewed the Department’s February Report, Attachment “C”.  
 
Councilman Condoleo 
 
Fire Department: 
Mr. Condoleo read the February Report, Attachment “D”. 
 
Haring Cemetery: 
We are presently waiting for the engineer to submit a final plan. 
 
Mayor Barsa 
 
Mayor Barsa informed that he and Councilwoman Orecchio have met with 
Norwood Public School officials to discuss ways of sharing services.  The 
Borough is presently working on a proposal to have Norwood DPW cut and 
maintain school property.  Other areas under investigation are sharing of 
cleaning supplies, fuel costs and sharing personnel. 
 
At this time Mayor Barsa called for a twenty minute recess. 
 
At 8:05 Mayor Barsa called the meeting back to order. 
 
Appointments: 
 
Mayor Barsa swore in Probationary Police Officers Brian Bourke and Michael 
Getto and offered the following appointments: 
 

Board of Health: 
    
 Betty Bujas – Term to end on 12/31/14 
 Sheila Conroy – Unexpired term to end on 12/31/14 
 Raye Ann Tuite – Alternate #1 unexpired term to end on 12/31/13 
 Nancy Congiusti – Alternate #2 unexpired term to end on 12/31/12 
 
It was moved by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Rapaport to approve Mayor Barsa’s 
appointments to the Board of Health.  On the roll call vote, all council members 
present voted for the motion. 
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Public Comment: 
 

At this time, Mayor Barsa asked for a motion to open the meeting to the 

public for comment.  The motion was made by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. 

Nicolai and declared carried upon the affirmative vote of all Council Members 

present.   

 
There being no member of the public wishing to be heard, a motion to close the 
meeting to the public was made by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Rapaport and 
declared carried upon the affirmative vote of all Council Members present.  

 
Adjournment: 
 
It was moved by Mr. Scott and seconded by Mr. Condoleo to adjourn.  All 
Council Members present voted in favor of the motion and the meeting was 
adjourned.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorraine L. McMackin, RMC, CMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


